
Cooper Downs Curriculum Vitae

EDUCATION

2006, Physics (Astrophysics), University of California, Santa Cruz (Highest Honors)

2008, M.S., Astronomy, University of Hawaii at Manoa

2011, Ph.D., Astronomy, University of Hawaii at Manoa (Advisor: Ilia I. Roussev)

EXPERIENCE

Cooper Downs is an astrophysicist whose research focuses on understanding thermodynamic and magnetic processes
in the solar corona. His research interests include massively parallel numerical modeling of astrophysical plasmas,
improving 3D visualization techniques, and developing new methods for observational data analysis. He is particularly
interested in the improvement and validation of numerical models through direct comparisons to observational data,
and has used this approach to contribute to our understanding of large scale waves in the solar corona. Most recently he
has studied the influence of the coronal magnetic field on the tail evolution of sun-grazing comet C/2011 W3 (Lovejoy).
Cooper Downs completed his Ph.D. in 2011 under Dr. Ilia Roussev at the University of Hawaii. His dissertation work
was primarily supported by a NASA Earth and Space Science Fellowship award.

HONORS AND AWARDS

• NASA Earth and Space Science Fellowship in Heliophysics, 2008 - 2011.

• Outstanding Student Paper Award, Fall Meeting of the American Geophysical Union, 2010.

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

• Reviewer for The Astrophysical Journal, 2011 - Present.

• Member, American Geophysical Union, 2009 - Present.

• Member, American Astronomical Society, 2012 - Present.
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